Attitude change towards mental illness during nursing education--a cross-cultural study of student nurses in Korea, Republic of China and Japan.
This is an initial report of a cooperative project by colleagues in Korea, the Republic of China (Taiwan) and Japan, involving the measuring of attitudes toward mental illness. The discussion mainly revolves around the influence of mental health education in nursing on attitudes towards mental illness. The subjects' attitudes were assessed by Wig's profiles. The attitudes of freshmen who had just entered nursing schools and seniors who had already finished clinical training in psychiatry were compared to measure the attitude change during the course of nursing education, if any. Non-medical students served as a control group. As a result, a seemingly "negative and pessimistic" attitude was demonstrated in the senior student nurses. The findings are examined and discussed.